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Abstract

This study investigated the accessibility and utilization of library

resourcesamong usersatKano State Polytechnic,Kano.The purpose

wastoidentifythetypesofinformationresourcesavailable,theextentto

whichtheyareutilized,andtherelationshipbetweentheiravailabilityand

usage.A descriptive survey design was adopted,and data were

collected through an open-ended questionnaire administered to a

sampleof88respondentsdrawnfrom apopulationof2,266registered

libraryusers,including studentsand academic staff.The sample was

selected using simple random sampling techniques to ensure

representativeness.Datawereanalyzedusingfrequencies,percentages,

andPearsoncorrelationanalysis.Findingsrevealedthattextbookswere

the mostavailable (59.0%)and utilized (72.7%)resources,while other

materialssuch asjournals,encyclopedias,and digitalresourceswere

underutilized.Astatisticallysignificantpositivecorrelation(r=0.742,p<

0.01)was found between the availability and utilization ofresources,

suggesting that increased availability enhances usage.The study

concludesthatdespitethecentralroleofthelibraryinacademicsupport,

its current holdings are heavily print-based and under-diversified.

Recommendationsincludeexpandingdigitalresourceaccess,improving

infrastructure, and implementing comprehensive user education

programmes to foster greater engagementwith a wider range of

academicmaterials.

Introduction

Academiclibrariesarecentraltoknowledgegenerationandserveawide

range ofusers.Often described as the 'heart'ofpolytechnics,they

support students and departments in conducting research and

advancingknowledge.Theircorefunctionsincludecollecting,processing,
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storing,disseminating,and utilizing informationtomeetacademicand

research needs.Librarians play a vital role in addressing users’

informationneeds,enabling bothstudentsand facultytoachievetheir

educationalandprofessionalgoals.

Librariesactasreservoirsofcarefullyselectedandorganizedresources,

facilitatingeasyaccesstoinformation(Dahiru,2018).Theysupportusers

who may lack the means to acquire personalresources or need

academic assistance (Lionel, 2012). Modern academic libraries,

particularly hybrid ones,provide access to both printand electronic

materials,extending theirrelevance within and beyond physicalwalls.

Theyare vitalto the mission ofhighereducation institutions,fostering

teaching,learning,andresearch(Basseyetal.,2007).

TheriseofInformationand CommunicationTechnologies(ICTs)inthe

21stcentury transformed library operations,enabling automation and

digitalaccess.Thisshifthasinfluenced how usersengagewith library

resources,improving information retrievaland productivity (Ahmad &

Ishaq,2009;Ekwelem & Okafor,2009).Kano State Polytechnic libraries

reflectthisevolution,withvariousconstituentschoolsbenefitingfrom the

integrationofICTinservicedelivery.

Despite these advancements,many academic librariesin Nigeria still

facechallengesthathindereffectiveICTutilization.Theseincludepoor

funding,high equipmentcosts,unreliable infrastructure,and low user

engagement(Fatoki,2007;Adeoti,2007).Whilelibrariesremainvitalto

educationalandnationaldevelopment,manystudentsdonotfullyutilize

availableresources—oftenduetolimitedorientationorawareness.This

underutilization highlights a pressing need to empirically examine

students'accessibilityanduseoflibraryinformationresources.

ResearchQuestions

1. Whattypesofinformation resourcesareavailableto usersin Kano

StatePolytechnicKanolibrary?

2.TowhatextentaretheresourcesutilizedbyusersofthePolytechnic?

3.Whatisthe relationship between the availability and utilization of

resourcesinKanoStatePolytechnicKanolibrary?

Literature

Librariesandinformationcentersplayvaluablerolesinmeetingsocietal

information needs,facilitating and making accessto such information
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possible(David-West2019).Theconceptofinformationhasbeendefined

invariousways,reflectingitsbroadandmultifacetednature.Folorunsho

(2009)observedthatmanydefinitionstendtoservethenarrow interests

ofthose providing them,attributing thisto semantic and conceptual

difficulties.Sada (2012)emphasized thatinformation means different

things to differentpeople depending on context,time,and purpose.

Olabode(2008)describedinformationasknowledgecommunicatedor

received in relation to a particular subject.The Merriam-Webster

Dictionarydefinesinformation asanyentityorform thatprovidesthe

answertoaquestionorresolvesuncertainty.Inasimilarperspective,Lali

(2013) noted that information is a well-organized,processed,and

meaningfulform ofdata generated from raw facts,which userscan

easilyapplyindecision-making.

In theacademiccontext,particularlyin libraries,information resources

playa centralroleinsupporting learning,teaching,and research.With

theadvancementoftechnology,thenatureofinformationresourceshas

evolvedsignificantly.Vatsha(2010)statedthattherapiddevelopmentin

technologyhasnotonlytransformedthewayinformationisdeliveredbut

also redefined theveryconceptofinformation resources.Adeoyeand

Popoola (2011)affirmed thatinformation resourcesin librariesexistin

both printand electronic formats.These include textbooks,journals,

indexes,abstracts,newspapers,magazines,reports,CD-ROMs,internet

sources,emailcommunications,videotapes,diskettes,computers,and

microforms.Ezeala and Yusuf(2011)added thatelectronic resources

encompassfunctionalcomputers,photocopying machines,localarea

networks,internetaccesspoints,faxmachines,microform readers,and

computerworkstations.They furtheremphasized the importance of

periodicallymeasuringtheseresourcestoensuretheyalignwithlibrary

objectivesanduserneeds.

TheEncyclopediaofLibraryandInformationSciencedefinesinformation

resourcesasthetotalcollectionofmaterialsinalibrary,includingbooks,

manuscripts,governmentpublications,catalogs,recordings,microforms,

and computertapes.Usman (2004)viewed information resourcesas

those materialsowned bya librarythatprovide related knowledge in

bothprintandnon-printformats.Theseresourcesarevitalinmeetingthe

dynamicinformationneedsofusersefficientlyandreliably.Pearlsonand

Saunders(2005)highlighted thatelectronicmaterials,inparticular,are

dynamic and supportcurrentresearch efforts,especiallyin areaslike

currentaffairs.Thisisfurthersupported bySwan(2009),whoobserved

thatinformation resourceshave revolutionized knowledge acquisition,
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offering unprecedented opportunitiesforstudentsin highereducation

institutions.ThroughonlinetoolssuchasGoogle,Yahoo,andMSNSearch,

users can now explore databases and download vastamounts of

informationinseconds.However,Swancautionedthateffectiveutilization

oftheseresourcesstilldependssignificantlyonstudents'attitudesand

familiaritywiththetools.

Information resources in libraries are generally categorized into two

broad types:printand non-printresources.Printresourcesconsistof

those materials physically printed on paper,such as books,serials,

encyclopedias,dictionaries,directories,almanacs,yearbooks,manuals,

abstracts,indexes,gazettes,governmentpublications,maps,atlases,

pamphlets, clippings, and manuscripts. Books, for example, are

commonlydivided into reference and non-reference types.Reference

books,suchasencyclopediasanddictionaries,arenotmeanttoberead

cover-to-coverbutareconsultedforspecificinformation.Non-reference

books include textbooks and novels thatserve broaderreading and

instructionalpurposes.Popoola (2011)emphasized the importance of

such reference materials in facilitating background research and

supportingacademicworkacrossdisciplines.

Non-printresources,ontheotherhand,arelibrarymaterialsnotprinted

on paper.Also known as non-book oraudio-visualresources,they

requirespecificequipmentforuse.Nwogwugwu(1994)categorizedthese

intothreegroups.Audioresourcesincludeitemssuchasaudiotapesand

phonodiscs,whichcanonlybelistenedto.Theserequireradiocassette

playersorsimilardevices.Visualmaterials,suchastransparenciesand

microforms,are designed to be viewed and necessitate tools like

microform readers.Audio-visualresources combine both sound and

visualelements;examplesincludetelevisionprograms,videofilms,and

computer-aided CDsand VCDs.The fullbenefitofthese materialsis

realized when users engage both theirauditory and visualfaculties.

However,access to such resources in many libraries,especially in

developing countries,is limited due to the high cost of required

equipmentand infrastructure.Theirproperorganization,accessibility,

andrelevancedirectlyinfluencetheacademicsuccessoftheinstitutions

theyserve.

Accessibility and utilization ofinformation resources are essentialto

achievingacademicsuccessinhighereducation.InNigerianpolytechnic

libraries,a numberofstudies have highlighted persistentbarriers to

effective access and use ofthese resources.Forexample,research

conducted intheNorth-EastzoneofNigeria revealed thatlibraryusers
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facemajorobstaclessuchaserraticelectricitysupply,theabsenceof

relevantelectronicresourcesforsomedisciplines,andinadequateuser

training and staffsupport(Research Publish,2020).These challenges

hindertheoptimaluseoflibraryfacilitiesand subsequentlyaffectthe

academicperformanceofstudentsandresearchproductivityofstaff.

A similarstudy atthe Bayelsa State College ofHealth Technology

confirmed theseissues,reporting thatwhilesomeresourceslikebooks

were relatively accessible,others such as journals,handbooks,and

dictionarieswerenotasavailable.Theabsenceofinternetconnectivity,

insufficientlibrary materials,and low awareness among users were

identified askey challenges(InternationalJournalofKnowledge and

Development,2021).These findings suggestthe need forimproved

infrastructureandmorerobustuserorientationtofacilitatebetteraccess

andusageofinformationresources.

The issue ofdigitaldivide continuesto exacerbate the challengesof

accessibilityinNigeria.Highcostsofcomputerequipment,poorICTskills,

and limited knowledge of online databases and search engines

contribute to a gap between those who can effectively use digital

resourcesandthosewhocannot(Wikipedia,2024).Asacademiclibraries

increasingly shift toward digitalcollections and electronic access,

studentswithoutdigitalliteracyoraccesstoICTtoolsareata distinct

disadvantage.

Ineffortstobridgethisgap,someinstitutionshavedevelopedinitiatives

to promote betterICT usage.The University ofLagos,forinstance,

implemented an information support system that enhanced the

accessibilityofelectronicresourcesfordistancelearners.Thisinitiative

providedtrainingonhow toeffectivelyusedigitalmaterialsandsearch

tools, resulting in improved student engagement and academic

outcomes(Arxiv,2014).Whilethesedevelopmentsshowpromise,theyare

notyetwidespreadacrossNigerianpolytechnics.

Despite these efforts,underutilization oflibrary resources remains a

significantproblem.Studiesindicate thatmanystudentsrelymore on

personallecturenotesorsocialmediathanlibraryholdings.Thisisoften

attributed to unfamiliarity with library systems,perceived difficulty in

navigating them,and lack ofuser-friendly interfaces (Academia.edu,

2019).Thistrendunderlinestheimportanceofintroducingmoreintuitive

digital tools in libraries and ensuring that students receive

comprehensive orientation and user training at the start of their

academicprograms.WhilepolytechniclibrariesinNigeriaareequipped
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with a wide array of information resources,their effective use is

constrainedbyinfrastructurallimitations,inadequatedigitalliteracy,and

lackofawareness.

Empiricalstudieshavebeenconducted toassesstheaccessibilityand

utilization ofinformation resourcesin Nigerian polytechnic libraries.A

study by Mukhtar and Aliyu (2023) investigated the utilization of

informationresourcesbyacademicstaffinselectedtertiaryinstitutionsin

KebbiState,Nigeria.The research revealed thatwhile there was an

adequateavailabilityoflibraryresources,theextentoftheirutilizationby

academic staffwas moderate.Factors such as lack ofawareness,

inadequate training,and limited accessto electronic resourceswere

identifiedasbarrierstoeffectiveutilization.

Terlanga et al.(2019) conducted a study on the availability and

accessibilityofinformationresourcesbystudentsinGbokoPolytechnic,

Benue State.The findings indicated thatthe library resources were

grossly inadequate and noteasily accessible to students.Challenges

such aslackofinternetfacilities,absence oflibrary catalogues,and

insufficientqualified library staffwere highlighted asimpedimentsto

effectiveaccessandutilizationofinformationresources.

Oyewusiand Oyeboade (2009)examined the accessibilityand use of

library resourcesby undergraduatesin a Nigerian State University of

Technology.The study found that students had limited access to

electronic resources compared to printed materials. The lack of

adequate electronic resources and insufficientusereducation were

identified as significant factors affecting the utilization of library

resources.AdelekeandMakinde(2021)investigatedtheaccessibilityand

utilizationofelectronicinformationresourcesbyundergraduatestudents

of Lagos State University.The study revealed that while students

acknowledged the importance ofelectronic resources foracademic

purposes,theirutilizationwashinderedbyfactorssuchaserraticpower

supply,limited internetaccess,and lackofawarenessaboutavailable

resources.

Theseempiricalstudiesunderscorethepersistentchallengesfaced by

Nigerian polytechnic libraries in providing accessible and effectively

utilized information resources. Common issues identified include

inadequate infrastructure,limited electronicresources,insufficientuser

education,andlackofqualifiedlibrarypersonnel.Whileseveralempirical

studieshaveexaminedtheaccessibilityandutilizationofinformationresources

invariousNigerianpolytechnicsand universities,thereisa noticeablelackof
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specific,comprehensiveresearchfocused onKanoStatePolytechnic.Mostof

theexistingstudiesaregeneralizedacrossregionsorfocusonotherinstitutions,

oftenwithoutaddressingtheuniquestructural,infrastructural,anduser-related

factorsthatmay influence accessand utilization in Kano State Polytechnic

libraries.Some ofthe previousresearch highlightschallengessuch as

inadequate ICTfacilities,pooruserorientation,and limited accessto

electronicresources,butthereislittletonolocalizedempiricalevidence

onhow thesechallengesmanifestspecificallyinKanoStatePolytechnic

aninstitutionwithmultiplecampusesanddiversestudentdemographics.

Thisgapinlocalizedresearchjustifiestheneedforastudythatfocuses

directlyonKanoStatePolytechnictogenerateinstitution-specificdata

andrecommendations.

Methodology

Adescriptivesurveydesignwasemployedtoguidetheinvestigation.This

design issuitableforobtaining factualinformation and understanding

theattitudes,opinions,andbehaviorsofadefinedpopulation.Asnoted

byAina(2008),thedescriptivesurveyapproachinvolvesthesystematic

collectionofdatafrom arelativelylargepopulationusingtoolssuchas

questionnaires.This design was appropriate forexamining students’

perceptions regarding the accessibility and utilization ofinformation

resources in the SchoolofTechnology (SOT) Library atKano State

Polytechnic.TheresearchwasconductedwithintheSOTLibraryofKano

StatePolytechnic.Thissettingwasselectedduetoitsrelevanceasakey

academic and information resource centre within the institution.The

population forthe studycomprised allregistered usersofthe library,

includingstudentsandacademicstaff.Accordingtoinstitutionalrecords

(Kano State Polytechnic,2018),the totalpopulation stood at2,266,

consistingof2,137studentsand129academicstaff.

Asampleof88respondentswasselectedusingthesimplerandom sampling

techniquetoensurerepresentativenessandtominimizebias.Thisincluded81

studentsand7academicstaffmembers.Theproportionalallocationensured

thatthe sample reflected the structure ofthe largerpopulation.The use of

random sampling provided each libraryuserwith an equalchanceofbeing

selected,thusenhancingthereliabilityofthefindings.Datawerecollectedusing

anopen-endedquestionnairetitled“AccessibilityandUtilizationofInformation

ResourcesScale.”The instrumentwasdesigned to elicitdetailed responses,

allowing participantsto freelyexpresstheirviewsand experiences.The data

obtained through thismethod were analyzed quantitativelyusing frequency

andpercentagesandcorrelationtodraw conclusionsrelevanttotheresearch

objectives.
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ResultandDiscussion

Table 1:Information resources are available to users in Kano State

PolytechnicKanolibrary

SN Materials Frequency Percentage(%)

1 Textbooks 52 59.0%

2 Journals 10 11.3%

3 Dictionary 08 9.0%

4 Encyclopedias 02 2.2%

5 Newspapers 10 11.3%

6 Magazines 06 6.8%

7 Othersmaterials - -

Total 88 100%

Thestudyexaminedthetypesofinformationresourcesavailabletousers

atthe SchoolofTechnology (SOT)Library ofKano State Polytechnic.

Findingsfrom thesurveyindicatethattextbooksarethemostfrequently

accessed materials,with 59.0% (n=52)ofrespondentsreporting their

availabilityandusage.Thisalignswiththetraditionalroleofacademic

librariesin supporting instructionaldelivery,astextbooksare typically

prescribed by lecturers and serve as foundationalreading materials

acrossdisciplines.Thepredominanceoftextbookusagehighlightsthe

library's role in directly supporting curriculum needs and learning

outcomes.

Journalsand newspaperswere reported asthe nextmostconsulted

resources,each accounting for 11.3% (n=10) ofthe responses.This

suggestsa moderate levelofengagementwith currentand scholarly

publications,thoughthefiguremayindicatealimitedsubscriptionbase

oraccesschallenges.Dictionarieswereaccessed by9.0% (n=8)ofthe

users,reflecting theirrole in supporting language developmentand

academicwriting.

Magazines(6.8%,n=6)and encyclopedias(2.2%,n=2)wereamong the

leastconsultedresources.Thelow usageofencyclopediasmayreflecta

shifttowarddigitalsourcesforgeneralreferenceinformationorpossibly

limited availabilitywithinthelibrary.Notably,norespondentsindicated

accessto"othermaterials,"whichmayincludeaudiovisualresourcesor

electronic databases.This absence suggests significantgaps in the

diversityofthelibrary’sholdingsandmaypointtolimitedaccesstonon-

printordigitalresources,which are increasingly essentialin modern

academic environments.The findingsreveala traditionalprint-heavy

collection,with textbooksdominating userengagement.The relatively
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low consultationofscholarlyjournalsandelectronicresourceshighlights

the need forresource diversification and improved accessto current

academic publications and digitalmaterials.These limitations may

impactstudents'research capacities and exposure to contemporary

knowledgeacrossfields.

The finding that textbooks are the most available and consulted

materialsin the Kano State Polytechnic SOTLibraryalignswith earlier

assertions in the literature thatprintresources particularly textbooks

remain the core oflibrary collections in many Nigerian academic

institutions.Adeoye and Popoola (2011)noted thatacademic libraries

predominantly house traditionalprint materials such as textbooks,

journals,andnewspapers,whichareessentialtoteachingandlearning.

Thedominanceoftextbooksinthisstudysupportsthisclaim,highlighting

the continued reliance ofstudents on these foundationalresources,

particularly in contexts where electronic alternatives are limited or

inaccessible.Similarly,Popoola (2011)emphasized the importance of

textbooksinacademiclibraries,classifying them askeynon-reference

materialsessentialforcontinuousstudyandcurriculum alignment.

However,therelativelylow accessibilityanduseofotherresourcessuch

asencyclopedias,magazines,and especially non-indicated digitalor

othermaterialsreflectthebroaderchallengesdiscussedintheliterature

concerningtheunderdevelopmentofelectronicanddiversifiedresource

collections.As observed by Swan (2009),the adventofinformation

technologyhascreatednew opportunitiesforstudentaccesstodiverse

resources,yetthefullbenefitsoftheseinnovationsremainunderutilized

duetoinfrastructuraland technologicalbarriers.Thisisconsistentwith

findingsfrom empiricalstudies(e.g.,Terlanga etal.,2019;Oyewusi&

Oyeboade,2009),whichindicated thatlimited availabilityofelectronic

andreferenceresourceshamperscomprehensiveresearchengagement.

The absence ofothermaterialsin the findingsmay indicate gapsin

librarymodernizationanddigitizationissuespreviouslyhighlightedinthe

literature as barriers to effective resource utilization in Nigerian

polytechnics.

Table 2.The extentavailable resources are utilized by users ofthe

Polytechnic.

SN Materials Frequency Percentage(%)

1 Textbooks 64 72.7%

2 Journals 4 4.5%

3 Dictionary 11 12.5%
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4 Encyclopedias 2 2.3%

5 Newspapers 6 6.8%

6 Magazines 1 1.1%

7 Othersmaterials 0 0

Total 88 100%

The data in Table 2 indicates thattextbooks are the mostutilized

informationresourcesbyusersoftheKanoStatePolytechnicSOTLibrary,

accountingfor72.7%(n=64)oftheresponses.Thisconfirmsthecentrality

oftextbooks in students’academic activities.Dictionaries were the

second mostutilized resource,reported by12.5% (n=11)ofrespondents,

followedbynewspapersat6.8% (n=6).Journalsandencyclopediashad

lowerusagerates,reported at4.5% (n=4)and 2.3% (n=2),respectively.

Magazineswerescarcelyused,withonly1.1% (n=1),andnorespondents

reportedusingothermaterials.

This pattern suggests a heavy reliance on core academic materials

especially textbooks while more specialized and reference-based

materialssuchasjournalsand encyclopediasareunderutilized.Italso

indicatesthatnon-printordigitalresources,categorized hereasother

materials,areeitherunavailableornotaccessedbyusers.

Theheavyutilizationoftextbooksinthepolytechniclibrarycorroborates

earlier findings in the literature that identify them as the primary

information resource in Nigerian academic libraries.Popoola (2011)

observed thattextbooksare fundamentalto students'academic work

and are frequentlyrecommended bylecturersforuse throughoutthe

semester.Adeoye and Popoola (2011)also emphasized thattextbooks

form a significantportion ofacademiclibrarycollections,especiallyin

environmentswhereaccesstoonlineacademicdatabasesislimited.The

highrateoftextbookuse,therefore,reflectsboththeusers’familiaritywith

thesematerialsandtheircriticalroleinsupportingformalinstruction.

However,thelimitedutilizationofjournals,encyclopedias,andmagazines

asseeninthisstudymirrorsconcernraisedinearlierempiricalreviews

abouttheunderutilizationofdiversifiedlibraryresourcesinpolytechnics.

OyewusiandOyeboade(2009)notedthatdespitethepresenceofthese

materials,studentsoften lackthe training ormotivation to use them

effectively.Thismaybelinked toinadequateorientation,poorindexing

and retrievalsystems,orthe perception thatthese materialsare not

immediatelyusefulforexaminationpreparation.Thecompleteabsence

ofusage underothermaterials highlights a persistentgap in the
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availabilityorawarenessofdigitalandnon-printresources.Swan(2009)

andAdelekeandMakinde(2021)bothemphasizedthattheintegrationof

electronic resourcesin academic librariesoffersnew opportunitiesfor

studentstoaccessup-to-dateinformation.However,suchbenefitsare

often undercutbyinfrastructurallimitations,digitalilliteracy,orlackof

awareness,whichmayexplainwhynorespondentsindicatedtheuseof

alternativeresourcesinthisstudy.

Thefindingssuggestthatwhiletraditionalprintresourcesliketextbooks

arewell-utilized,thereisaneedformoreproactivestrategiestopromote

awareness and accessibility ofotheracademic resources especially

journalsanddigitalmaterials.Enhancinguserorientationprogramsand

expanding digitalaccess could significantly improve the depth and

breadthofinformationutilizationamongpolytechnicstudents.

Table 3.The relationship between the availability and utilization of

resourcesinKanoStatePolytechnicKanolibrary

Variables Availabilityof

Information

Resources

Accessibilityof

Information

Resources

Availability of

Information

Resources

1.000 0.742

.000 .000

88 88

Accessibility of

Information

Resource

0.742 1.000

.000 .000

88 88

Table 3presentsthe correlation analysisbetween the availabilityand

accessibility(interpretedhereasutilization)ofinformationresourcesin

theKanoStatePolytechnicLibrary.ThePearsoncorrelationcoefficient(r)

valueis0.742,indicatingastrongpositiverelationshipbetweenthetwo

variables.Thissuggeststhatastheavailabilityofinformationresources

increases,thelikelihoodoftheiraccessibilityandutilizationbyusersalso

increases. The significance value (p = .000) indicates that the

relationshipisstatisticallysignificantatthe0.01level,affirmingthatthe

observedassociationdidnotoccurbychance.Thisresultquantitatively

confirmsthatthereisasignificantlinkbetweenwhatisavailableinthe

libraryandhow muchusersengagewiththoseresources.Awell-stocked
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librarywithrelevantmaterials,therefore,ismorelikelytobeeffectively

usedbyitspatrons.

The significant positive correlation observed between resource

availabilityandutilizationdirectlyaddressesthecentralconcernofthis

research the underutilization of library resources in Kano State

Polytechnic.Earlierdiscussionsand empiricalstudieshaveconsistently

pointedoutthatthelackofavailability,especiallyofdiverseanddigital

resources,contributestopoorutilization(Mukhtar&Aliyu,2023;Oyewusi

& Oyeboade,2009).This study provides statisticalsupportforthat

assertion:wheninformationmaterialsareadequatelyprovided,students

andstaffaremorelikelytoaccessandusethem.

Thefindingreinforcestheconceptualfoundationthataccessanduseare

interdependent.AsSwan(2009)andAdelekeandMakinde(2021)argued,

enhancing the quantityand qualityofavailable resourcesparticularly

modern,electronic,and specialized ones can stimulate greateruser

engagement.The correlation of0.742alignswith thisperspective and

suggeststhatstrategicinvestmentinlibraryholdingsisnotmerelyabout

quantitybutdirectlyinfluencesactualutilizationpatterns.

Thisrelationshipfurtherhighlightstheneedtoaddresssystemicbarriers

suchasfundingconstraints,lackofcurrentmaterials,andinsufficientICT

infrastructure,allofwhich were noted in both the literature and the

problem statement of this study.If availability remains limited to

traditionalprintformatsliketextbooksasearliertablesrevealedthenthe

scope ofutilization willalso remain narrow.Therefore,solving the

problem ofunderutilizationrequiresnotonlypromotingawarenessand

orientation butalso ensuring the library's collections reflectcurrent

academicandtechnologicaldemands.Thestrongcorrelationidentified

in this study affirms thatimproving availability is a key pathway to

improving utilization.ForKanoStatePolytechnicLibrarytofullysupport

academicproductivity,effortsmustbefocused onexpanding boththe

breadthofresourcesandtheeaseoftheiraccessbyuser.

Conclusion

Thefindingsofthisstudyhighlightasignificantrelianceontextbooksby

users at Kano State Polytechnic, underscoring their continued

importanceasfoundationalacademicresources.Despitetheavailability

of other materials such as journals,dictionaries,newspapers,and

encyclopedias,these were markedly underutilized.The absence of

engagementwith non-printordigitalresourcesfurtherillustratesthe

limited diversification ofthe library’sholdingsand possible challenges
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relatedtoinfrastructure,awareness,ordigitalliteracy.

These findings are consistentwith broadertrends identified in the

literature on Nigerian academic libraries,which often struggle with

inadequatefunding,limitedICTinfrastructure,andpoorusertrainingall

ofwhichhindertheeffectiveutilizationoflibraryresources.Thestudyalso

found a direct relationship between the availability and usage of

resources:materialsthatwere more readilyavailable were also more

widelyused.Thiscorrelationsuggeststhatimprovingresourceprovision

particularlyin termsofdigitalcontentand accessto currentscholarly

materialsmaypositivelyimpactusagepatterns.

ThestudyconcludesthatwhileKano StatePolytechnicLibraryplaysa

crucialroleinsupporting academicactivities,itscurrentresourcesare

skewed towardstraditionalprintformats,limiting users’exposure to a

broaderspectrum ofacademicinformation.Toenhancetheaccessibility

and utilization of library resources,the institution must invest in

modernizing itscollections,expanding electronicresource access,and

offering robustusereducationprogrammes.Suchinitiativeswillensure

the library evolves in tandem with globalinformation trends and

effectively meets the dynamic academic needs ofits diverse user

population.
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