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Abstract  

The Corona virus pandemic made it easy for people to understand how the educational sector 

in Nigeria has failed the country. It reflected intensely the defective educational system 

established by the colonialists. The country ought to have relied on products of its education 

at different levels to keep the entire system from being overwhelmed by the problems that 

came with the virus. Instead, the country’s relationship with other countries as sympathizers 

and philanthropists and a beggar nation and recipient was in open glare. From the education 

ministry to local administrations in the states, education institutions are badly run. Various 

authorities can only make guesses at student strength at various levels. This results in loss of 

resources as funds cannot be properly channeled. For all the time, commentators have been 

talking about the state of the educational system, there are still inadequate classrooms, 

laboratries, libraries, unqualified instructors or insufficient hands to teach students and 

reliance on an alien language for instruction. To a great measure, it is connected to the 

political structure laid by the colonialists. The Corona virus affords the country the 

opportunity to look deeper into the fault lines in the educational system as well as the flawed 

governance in the country. An opportunity is not only being missed, Nigeria has suffered a 

huge setback as a result. This is what informs this study. The aim is to make a special case for 

the educational system. Materials for the essay are sourced from books, journal articles and 

newspaper write ups.    

 

Key words: Covid-19 Pandemic, Education, Colonialists, Language, Corruption 

 

Introduction 

The progress of every nation rests on the 

foundation of the educational system. 

Nigeria does not have an education system 

the country can be proud of. Nigeria faced 

the same dilemma faced by countries that 

went through British colonization. The 

country is getting less than she should 

from the system because of incompatibility 

issues. Hopefully, if the country can 

design one that suits its cultural ways like 

the Japanese, Chinese and Indians (that 

draw from their cultures) the story will be 

different. An educational policy has to be 

unique, argues Kerr. It will be unlike other 

policies, as it is developed for institutions. 

Policies must be used to achieve set 

objectives, and must pass the test of 

rationality. That way, they can deliver 

solid results. Policy formulation may be 

detached from its implementation. Certain 

realities may frustrate the implementation 

of an educational policy. A weak plan 

definitely leads to faulty implementation. 

A good plan has to take into cognizance 

how suitable the plan is with the 

geographical area. Religious and ethnic 

norms of the place are factored in as well, 

just as political culture which is borrowed 

from Britain, then later the U.S., cannot be 

ignored. The plea is for the country to 

adjust the political arrangement in place to 
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provide a good atmosphere for educational 

as well as socio economical progress of the 

country (Okeke 1-5). 

 

Colonial Educational Foundation 

Nigeria’s educational foundation had been 

laid by Britain. The system failed. Its fault 

lines were highlighted at a National 

Curriculum Conference held in 1969. A 

resolution was taken then on a new 

national policy with a different focus. To 

build on that, the National Educational 

Research and Development Council 

(NERC) was instituted in 1973 under S.O. 

Adebo. This was the prelude to the 

adoption of the national Policy on 

Education in 1977. A policy outlines 

measures to take in administering a plan.  

A good policy points to the area where the 

action will be executed. Problems of 

implementation have been the bane of 

educational policies. These policies 

determine the course the educational 

system will take. It is through education 

that young people take their place in 

society. Education gives young people the 

right of passage into being full citizens of 

a society, to be considered worthy of a 

society. Education empowers people. It 

affects them positively. It makes someone 

productive, to exercise his social duties, 

and elevates him or her intellectually 

(Balogun 6).  

Implementation may suffer setback 

because of some reasons. One is wrong 

estimate of the amount of money required. 

In this case, the budget submitted may be 

inadequate for the project. It could be 

discovered that there was a miscalculation 

in the budget as unforeseen events like 

inflation and the cost of execution were 

not properly worked out, thus leading to 

complications. A promise from a foreign 

donor may not be fulfilled, when that was 

to be the only source of funding. This can 

hurt project execution. Sometimes, there 

may not be data to work with. 

Government, definitely, must know whom 

it is planning for. It is important to work 

with near accurate figures to prevent 

disastrous outcomes. Also, information 

passed on for the implementation of a 

project must be clear and should be 

received intact. Any loss at the point of 

reception may have some consequences 

for the system (Balogun 6-7). 

Using staff that lack requisite skills 

may ruin a good plan. Project coordinators 

or workers may not adhere strictly to 

commitment to the project or to time. 

Again, Nigeria’s policy on education is 

shaped by points. One is to provide the 

conditions for a lawful and fair society. 

The second is a society that is founded on 

unity, existing among other nations as an 

independent global player, where the 

human rights of citizens are conditions for 

nationhood.  

 

Introduction of Universal Primary 

Education  

In 1976, the Universal Primary Education 

(UPE) was introduced. It was replaced in 

1999 by the Universal Basic Education 

(UBE). It is argued that actual replacement 

did not take place as the faults of the UPE 

were all visible in the UBE. One year after 

the UPE became operational, it was 

discovered that the figures put out as 

estimated number of primary school 

children was wrong. 33 million children, 

700,000 more than the projected 2.3, 

million were listed for enrolment. To meet 

its goal, the government had the difficult 



Journal of Education in Developing Areas (JEDA) Vol. 28, (2) October 2020 ISSN: 189420X 

 

94 

task of doubling its expenditure on the 

scheme. The program was dogged by such 

discrepancies throughout its five-year life 

span. For the UPE to succeed, Onabamiro 

and Nwankwo make some suggestions. 

The suggestions include having a 

satisfactory data on the numbers of school 

age children. There should be a 

commensurate number of buildings for 

learning. There should also be proper 

funding. The program must be well 

advertized This is however not possible 

due to ethnicity (Okereoma 4-5).  

The federal government neglected these 

points, making the scheme to not produce 

the desired results. This was how a similar 

scheme with a different name emerged. 

Even the UBE suffered from lack of 

personnel with minimum qualification as 

teachers. It missed its target due to poor 

funding. The possibility in learning in 

comfortable spaces was not realized. 

Instructional materials were not available. 

The teachers were unenthusiastic about 

their jobs due to poor remuneration. 

Criticisms of the 3-3 system have been 

unceasing. Opinions are divided about it. It 

did not give people much hope, a 

development that has not changed. After 

22 years in practice, a lot of observers say 

it belongs to the same ineffective scheme 

of school programs. Not only did it come 

with a lot of unrealizable goals, this 

postcolonial state has to live with a failed 

secondary education system (Nagziger 

505-510).  

 

Disappointing Non-Availability of 

Teachers  

In Rivers state of Nigeria, for instance, the 

idea is hampered by disappointing non 

availability of teachers, especially in 

vocational areas. Workshops are almost 

non-existent in a lot of instances. It is the 

same story with laboratories and libraries. 

Without funding, such a program is 

meaningless, which is the experience in 

the state. Many people who have money 

feel that Nigerian universities cannot give 

their children the type of education the 

children need. They therefore spend 

money to send their children to Europe, 

USA and even Benin Republic. There are 

many reasons why Nigeria lags behind 

these countries in providing good 

education for its citizens. A country with a 

history of unstable political climate 

spanning several decades cannot develop a 

sound educational system. Also, not much 

can be accomplished with the European 

colonizers’ language in an African setting. 

A country needs a good economy to 

support a desired education standard. 

Nigeria is plagued by corruption and 

ethnic problems. Many Nigerian citizens 

continue to live on less than a dollar a day. 

The number of years Nigeria has spent 

under military leaders against the 21 under 

non-military rulers really harmed the 

country (Karsten 111, Dorsinville 62). The 

military leaders were engaged in civil rule 

that was outside their calling. They had to 

be assertive, even as they attended to their 

private affairs. A good example is that of 

Olusegun Obasanjo, who in 1998 had just 

answered to treason charges under SanI 

Abacha, and was offered the civilian 

presidency by Abdulsalami Abubakar, 

following Sani Abacha’s death and 

Abubakar’s brief tenure. Obasanjo left the 

education system in a worse state than he 

met it (Osayande 143-146).  

In Nigeria, politically, how things 

should be done did not really mean 
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anything to the leaders. There is hardly 

anything that holds the country together. 

The different ethnic groups have different 

ideas how the country should be run. They 

compete on how to outsmart one another 

and draw from the country’s oil resources. 

Political power plays a big role here, as it 

connects them with the resources and the 

military might to weaken others. Little 

room is left for imaginative ideas. The 

government has its finger on the trigger, 

breaking the law at will. Governing is 

viewed through ethnic eyes. It threatens 

the foundation of the country and the 

educational system. The government has 

chosen the path of chaos. The president 

makes comments that are at variance with 

a democratic system. The uncertainty in 

the country is deep. People are less 

hopeful than they were in the past, even 

when there has never been ease. Therefore, 

education is becoming less and less 

important in the country (Ejimofor 21).  

 

Corruption 

The scale of the problems in Nigeria 

during the Covid-19 pandemic made the 

weaknesses in the educational system all 

too glaring. The situation will only get 

worse from hence. The education plans in 

the past were exercises in futility. The 

people placed at various points depart 

from their briefs. They see public 

responsibility as personal business. What 

is left after they must have helped 

themselves to the public funds are not 

sufficient to execute projects or to run the 

schools. Only problems are harvested as a 

result. Remedying the situation requires 

the commitment of a concerned 

government (Bracking 13, Rock 58).  

The level of corruption in Nigeria 

compounds the situation. Corruption is so 

much in Nigeria that the story makes news 

all over the world. Transparency 

International (TI) lists Nigeria third in the 

world’s 2003 world’s corruption index. 

Due to corruption, good drinking water, 

electricity supply, housing, good roads, 

education and food that citizens around the 

world enjoy, are denied majority of the 

Nigerian people. The country’s wealth is 

used to maintain people who hold state 

power. Corruption is a burden to the 

education system. It is customary to take 

care of the interest of concerned law 

makers before a bill on education or a 

budget can be passed. The law makers can 

delay or stop a bill or a budget from 

getting to the floor of the house if their 

interest or demand is not met or made. The 

executive may not be disposed to releasing 

money for relevant education needs after 

the budget had sailed through the national 

assembly. The money released to schools 

and agencies are at the risk of falling into 

the hands of people who will likely not 

properly account for it, as some officials 

keep part of the money to themselves (A.J. 

Brown and Finn Heinrich 285).  

Experts generally agree that the 

atmosphere in the democratic setting has 

to be hostile to the education system. For a 

country to show willingness to progress, 

United Nations Educational Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 

recommends that 26% of the country’s 

budget should be spent on education. In 

Nigeria, the allocation has dropped to 6% 

from the 13% education got under the 

military regimes. The decline started in 

1999 under the Obasanjo government. 

Obasanjo himself spoke of the excesses of 
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parliamentarians when, in 2005, he 

informed the nation how the minister of 

education delivered the sum of N55 

million to some members of the National 

Assembly to bribe them to approve an 

education budget. If the minister had 

defied the Senate committee on education, 

that aspect of the bill would have been 

removed or not included in that year’s 

budget. This was how a step was taken to 

provide education for the children of the 

country. It is termed a routine practice. 

The minister, Mr. Osuji, defended it as 

goodwill present so that a certain 

arrangement would also apply to education 

as requested. Many parents had stopped 

sending their children to school, with less 

than 20% of children getting enrolled in 

schools. It is much lower for entrance into 

tertiary institutions (Okereoma 7).  

 

Education and Government 

Commitment  

Leaders of industry, technology and 

administration are produced by schools. 

Schools prepare them for their various 

roles. A good educational system requires 

government’s commitment. A people 

cannot continue to be dishonest when it 

comes to the education of the young ones 

and expect any form of growth. The 

teachers must be fit to carry out their 

responsibilities. All the obstacles in their 

way must be removed. Government must 

desist from acting as a body who wants to 

defeat and annihilate an army. Safe for 

natural occurrences like the Covid-19 

pandemic, doors of tertiary institutions 

must be open at the appropriate time. The 

teaching environment must be conducive. 

The state must develop a system that rises 

to global challenges. The situation 

whereby one foreign donor after another 

comes to Nigeria to hand over checks to 

Nigerian leaders must stop. It is important 

that the time spent in unionism in various 

fields be channeled fruitfully.  

Government must be credible 

during labor negotiations. The government 

should not go into meetings with the 

intention of deceiving the other party. It 

must not ignore the protestations of 

lecturers. The central government cannot 

continue doing the work of regional 

governments, which is running schools at 

some levels. It should slowly disengage 

itself from numerous responsibilities. It is 

cheating its citizens by using federalist 

facilities like a Senate and House of 

Representatives, while the facilities do not 

count in its calculations. The system being 

practised is a unitary system disguised as a 

federal system. If the states or regions can 

get back all that they have lost to the 

center, various hurdles that impede growth 

will be removed. A restructuring of the 

political system would lead to 

restructuring of the education system 

(Adavbiele 134-136).  

The country’s constitution states 

that no child shall be less favored than 

another child in the country. This is not 

true. Where there is minimal education, 

ignorance thrives. What is found to be 

missing in the pandemic is the presence of 

science and technology. If a country finds 

itself where it has to rely mostly on foreign 

ventilators, PPE, and test kits in a crisis 

situation like the present one, the country 

is doomed. Nigeria has almost been 

helpless. When many economies had 

started running, the Nigerian crude oil was 

on the high seas waiting for buyers. The 

country had difficulty producing what it 
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needs to fight the pandemic, not to talk of 

meeting some of its demands from local 

sources or even exporting technical know-

how to generate income. Goods flowed in 

while none flowed out of the country. 

Germany was pleased by its recovery from 

the pandemic while Nigeria was being 

touted as a failed nation. It has failed as 

much as how it has neglected its 

education. This reinforces the argument 

that lecturers in Nigeria and products of 

Nigerian universities, even without the 

ASUU strike, could not have changed the 

situation or recorded remarkable progress 

(Anugwom 145).  

Nigeria got her first university, the 

University College Ibadan in November, 

1948. It was done by affiliation to the 

University College London, hence the 

name. The medical school did not join the 

university in dropping the word ‘college’ 

in its name. British lecturers, who 

constituted majority of the teaching staff, 

remained as long as it was conducive. 

With 75% European lecturers, the 

Chemistry Department embodied the 

foreign presence the university felt. The 

advancement noticed was tied to good 

funding the university enjoyed. The 

quality of education could be noticed as 

the university was rated among the 100 

best universities in the world. Decay set in 

when the military became in change of the 

affairs of the country. Money spent on 

universities dwindled by the day. The 

military almost abandoned the old 

universities to make arrangements for new 

ones. Universities were strewn all over the 

country. It robbed the old ones of quality 

teaching and research. This was how the 

lean resources were shared between the 

old and the new universities. 

Government’s reluctance to fund 

education showed in the 7.8% allocation. 

It shrunk so low that lecturers, in 1978, set 

up ASUU, which was meant to enable the 

lecturers speak up about remunerations. 

ASUU has taken tough stances that have 

prevented the universities from crumbling 

completely (Anugwom 145-150). 

ASUU first pulled lecturers from 

classrooms in 1988, when it pressed for 

wage increase and the autonomy of 

universities. 18 strikes have followed since 

then. The government had been ignoring 

calls to implement the 2009 agreement 

government signed with ASUU. With the 

manner the government views education, 

she has always appointed incompetent 

ministers of education and labor. Nigeria 

has had a miserable record in terms of 

technological advancement. The number 

of skilled workers in the country is a 

source of worry. A country should be able 

to compete favorably with other countries 

around the world (Ryan 14). 

One Goodluck Jonathan put the 

universities in further danger when he 

opted for further propagation of 

universities instead of adequately funding 

the existing ones. He founded nine 

universities that were not needed. His 

government released N13.5 billion or 31 

million pounds for their commencement, 

believing they could produce the same 

results observed elsewhere in the world. 

The amount was the type of money the 

labs at the University of Ibadan would 

need to make them worthy research 

centers, to compete with the best in the 

world. At a time when lecturers were on 

strike because of government’s disinterest 

in financing existing universities, the 

Buhari government was setting up four 
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new federal universities. The government 

had no difficulty providing N18 billion for 

one of the universities, National Transport 

University in Daura. There is the Nigerian 

Military University, Biu, Air Force 

University Bauchi and Nigerian Maritime 

University. Obasanjo and his then deputy 

Abubakar Atiku and many government 

officials own private universities 

(Okereoma 7).         

 

4.0 Conclusion  

Nigeria must stop shying away from 

modern methods of keeping records. 

Planning for a group of people in this case, 

students, a state needs to work with 

accurate data. If it works with the wrong 

figures, problems like the present one will 

persist. The various governments have 

chosen ethnic and religious considerations 

over education and the welfare of the 

school children. The governments cannot 

be hesitant about making adequate 

provisions for the educational sector. The 

governments cannot pretend to be funding 

education when their actions force 

lecturers and teachers to seek other means 

of supporting themselves. If the authorities 

love the country, then the laboratories and 

libraries will be well equipped. If they 

want to secure the lives of their children 

and the lives of children of their citizens, 

then they must take all measures necessary 

to provide basic education for every child 

in the country. It must adhere to what is 

stated in the constitution it swore to 

uphold. Everywhere else Nigerian 

government officials turn to, education is 

being given the desired attention. Sending 

their children overseas for studies is a 

phase that will come and go, but the 

conditions in the country will persist.  
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